
Tartan High School 
DEATH EDUCATION Grade 11 

PRE-TEST Oakdale, Minnesota 

"rue/False: Circle "T" if the statement is true; circle "F" if the statement is false. 

F 1. The five psychological stages a dying person goes through are good examples of 
defense mechanisms. 

F 2. The way people deal with death varies in parts of the world. 


F 3. Grief can be experienced in situations other than death. 


F 4. Suicide is ~ one of the leading causes of death in your age group. 


r F 5. 	 The majority of deaths today occur with family and friends present and at home. 

1 I r F 6. 	 A Memorial Society is an organization designed to honor and preserve the memory 
of important people who have died. .. , 

T F 7. 	 Times of crisis as the death of another person can be a time of personal gro~yth 
for the survivors. 

F 8. Most children first experience death with the death of a parent. 

t
1 F 9. People who contemplate suicide generally have high self-esteem. 


r F 10. Any crisis situation that involves the loss of a person or thing can cause a 

person to experience the stages of dying. 


F 11. Death is a part of life - of the life cycle. 


II T F 12. The first real awareness of death comes around ages 6 to 8. 

T F 13. Air burial is a method of body disposition used in some parts of the world. 

r F 14. The ritual of the funeral is designed primarily to aid and support the survivor 0 

l' F 15. All people go through the stages of dying prior to their death or the death of 
a significant person. 

r F 16. All people go through the stages of dying at the same rate or period of time. 

T F 17. Children accept death as a finality because of the number of deaths seen on TV . 

..T F 18. One example of our death-denying society are the phrases and words used to 
talk about death. 

~ULTIPLE CHOICE:. 	 Put the number of the correct response in the blank to the left of the 
number. 

l. 	 The shortest stage of dying is the: 

1) bargaining stage; 3) acceptance stage; 

2) anger stage 4) depression stage 


2. 	 The longest stage of dying is the: 

1) bargaining stage; 3) acceptance stage; 

2) anger stage; 4) depression stage 
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3. 	 A medical examination done to determine cause of death is a (an): 
1) electrocardiogram; 3) autopsy; 
2) electroencephalogram; 4) apoplexy 

4. 	 Adolescents generally: 
1) fear death; 3) defy death; 
2) ignore death; 4) don't understand death 

5. 	 The process of body disposal and committal that involves the burning of 
the body is called: 
1) organ transplant; 3) body donation; 
2) cryogenics; 4) cremation 

6. 	 Those persons wishirig to donate their body upon death will find that: 
1) There is a body shortage; 3) the practice has just started; 
2) there is not a body shortage; 4) the practice has been discontinued 

7. 	 A speech in high praise of a person is an (a) 

1) obituary; 3) eulogy; 

2) commentary; 4) documentary 


~ffiTCHING: Select the number of the correct response from Column B for each of the 

statements in Column A. 


COLUMN A 	 COLUMN B 

1. 	 The stage for the dying person where survivors 1) Terminal disease 
normally need more help and support than the 
dying person. 2) Acute disease 

2. 	 The biological definition of death. 3) Absence of a heart beat 

3. 	 A successful attempt on one's own life. 4) Pediatrics 

4. 	 The study of the aging process. 5) Obituary 

5. 	 The worldly possessions one leaves to sur- 6) Mourning 
vivors. 

7) Anger stage 
6. 	 The emotion felt during and upon the death of 

a significant person. 8) Acceptance stage 

________ 7. Mercy killing. 	 9) Euthanasia 

8. 	 A disease where the person will shortly die. 10) Estate 

9. 	 Death announcement published in the paper in­ 11) Absence of brain waves 
cluding name, age, survivors, place and time 
of services and burial, etc. 12) Suicide 

_______10. The process or time period from the death of 
13) 	 Geriatrics 

a significant person to the readjustment or 

recovery of the survivor/so 


14) Grief 

_______11. Legal document designating how the estate 
15) 	 Willshall be divided upon death. 



questiJnnaim 


Death is one of those ubiquitous topics on which every man is his 
own expert. It is also one of the most taboo topics in our culture. 
(Thanatologist have written about "the pornography of death.") 
Psychology Today seeks information on this touchy topic--and will, 
in a future issue, report the findings. 

This questionnaire was designed by Edwin Shneidman of the Center 
for Advan~d Study in the Behavioral Sciences, in consulation with 
Edwin Parker and G. Ray Funkhouser of Stanford University. It is a 
modification of a questionnai;e Shlleidman developed at Harvard with 
the help of four graduate assistants: Chris Dowell, Ross Goldstein, 
Dan Goleman and Bruce Smith. 

Please check one answer for each question on the appropriate letter 
on the reply form and mail the form not later than August 31 . 

!n the prp.\·iGus Psychology Today questionnaires about 10 per cent 
of t~e returns were accompanied by letters. comments or other written 
comments. In this questionnaire, we solicit supplementary written 
materiaL W~ wouid like to hear in detail about your first experiences 
with death; about your conceptualizations of death, immortality, the 
hereafter; about the major influen~s (including books) on your 
attitudes toward death; about the changes in your notions about death 
throughout your lifetime; about the role of the Vietnamese war, civil 
violence, the use of nuclear bombs, or whatever, on your attitudes 
toward death and life; autobiographical and case-history material and 
any other matters you might care to write about. We ask that if you 
do write you enclose your comments in an envelope with your 
questionnaire so that they can be matched and we can know the sex, 
age and other information abou t the writer. Please do not sign you r 
name on either the questionnaire or your written comments. 

1 
o 	A. 

o 	B . 

o 	C . 

o 	D . 
o 	E. 

o 	F. 
o 	G. 

o 	H. 

2 
o 	A. 
o 	B. 

o 	C. 

o 	D . 

3 
o 	A. 
o 	B. 

o 	C. 

o 	D. 
F 

Who died In your f i rst per scnal in­

volvem ent wi th dea :h? 


Grandparent or g re <JI ·grand parenl 


Parent. 


Brothe r or sis ter . 


Other family m em b er. 

Friend or acqu a intance, 


Slranger. 

Public figure . 


Animal. 


To the best of your memory al what 

age were you first aware of death? 


Under three . 

Three 	to five . 


Five to 10. 


Ten or older. 


When you were a child ho'" w .J S 

death talKed aboul in your fam : ly? 


Openly. 

With some sense 0 f di :;com fOr1 


Only when necessary <J nd the r ..II 'h 

an attempt to exc lude tr,e chi ldren. 


As though it were a tabo() s ubleC: 

n 

Wh i ch of the following best d e ­4 scribes your ch il dnlJod c onc eptlcns 
of dea:h? 

o 	A . Heaven-and-hell concept. 

o 	B. After· life . 
o 	C . Death as sleep. 
o 	D. C essation of a ll physi cal ilnd m en· 

tal activity. 
o 	E. Mysterious and unknowable. 

o 	F. Someth ing other than the abo ve. 

o G . 

o H. 

5 

o A . 

o B . 
o C. 
o D . 

o E. 
o F. 

o G . 
o H 

o I. 

No conception. 

Can't remember . 

Which of the following mos t influ­
enced your pres ent attitudes tow(lrd 
death? 

Death of sc meone close . 

Specif ic reading 
Religious upbringir.g . 
Introspection anc m8ci!ation . 

Ritual (e .g. , fune :a ls ). 
TV. radiO or metlon pictu res. 

Longev i ty of my :arr ; !y 
/v'.y health or ph ySic a l cond it ion . 

ether (specify ): 

S~kop~e Jr. H~gh 
9th 	Gr, English 
Shakopee, Minn. 

(excerpts from a 75 part 
questionnaire) 

6 Which of the following books or 
authors have had the most etrect on 
your attitude toward death? 

0 A. The Bible. 


0 B. Camus. 


0 C . Hesse. 


0 D. Agee. 


0 E. Shakespeare. 


0 F. Mann. 


0 G . No book s or authors. 


0 H . Other (specify) : 


How much of a role has religion7 p'ayed in th e de velopment of your 
att i tude toward death? 

0 A . A very significant role. 

0 B. A rather significant role. 

0 C. Somewhat influential . but not a mao 
Jar role. 


0 D. A relatively minor role. 


0 E. No role at all. 


/8 To what extent do you believe In a 
life after death? 

o 	A . Strongly believe in it. 

o 	B . Tend to believe in it. 

o 	C. Uncertain. 
o 	D. Tend to doubt it. 

o 	E. Co.nvinced it does not exi s t. 

Reqardless of your belief nbout life9 after death . whnt is your Wis h abo\J.t 
it? 

o 	A. I strongly wish there were a life 
alter death , 

o 	B. I am indifferent a s to whether there 
is a lite after death . 

o 	C. I defin itely prefer that there not be 
a life after death. 

what extent do you believe in10 • To 
reincarnation? 

o 	A. Strongly believe in it. 
o 	B , Tend 10 believe In it. 
o 	C Uncertain. 
o 	D . Tend to doubt it. 
o 	E. Convinced it cannot occur. 

V How often do you think about your11 own death? 

0 A . Very frequently (at least once a 
day). 

0 B. Frequently. 

0 C. Occasionally . 

0 D Ra rely (no more than once a year) . 

0 E. Very rarely or never. 



12 
o A, 

o B. 
o C. 
o D. 

13 
o A. 
(1 8. 

If you could choose, when would 

you die? 


In youth. 

In the middle: prime of life . 

Just after the prime of !ole. 


In old age. 


When do you believe that, in fact. 

you will die? 


In youth . 

In the middle prime of life, 


o C, Just after the prime of lile. 
o D. 

, 
\1'14 

0 A. 

0 B. 

0 C. 

0 D. 

0 E. 
0 F. 
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o A.. 
o B. 
o C. 
o D. 
o E. 
o F. 
o G. 
o H. 

o I. 

30 

o A.. 
o B. 

o C. 

31 

o A. 
o B. 

32 

o A. 
o B. 
o C. 

o A. 

In old age. 


Has there been a time in your life 

when you wanted to die? 


Yes, mainly because of great physi­

cal pain. 

Yes, mainly because of great emo­

tional upset. 

Yes, mainly to escape "n intOlerable 

social or interpersonal situat ion. 

Yes, m<.lInly because of great em­

barrassment. 

Yes, for a reason other than above. 


No. 


II you had a choice. what kind 01 

death would you prefer? 


Tragic. lIiolent death . 

Sudden but not violent death. 

Quiet. dignified death . 

Death in line of duty. 

Death after a great achievement. 

Suicide. 

Homicidal victim. 

There is no "appropriate" kind of 

death. 

Other (specify): 


Have vour atlitudes toward death 

ever been affected by narcotic or 

hallucinogenic drugs? 


Yes. 

i have laken drugs but my attitudes 

toward death have never been af­

fected by them. 

I heve never taken drugs. 


" it were possible would you want 

to know the eXilct date on which 

you are going to die? 


Yes. 

No. 

If your physician knew that you had 

a terminal disease ilnd a limited 

time to live. would you wont him to 

tell you? 


Yes. 

No. 

It would depend on the circum­

stances. 


Ba5ed on your present feelings. 
wna; IS Ih~ prObability 01 your tak­
Ing yuur own Ille In Ine lIf::ar future? 

Extremely high (I leel very much 
like killing myself) . 

o B. f..1oderately high. 
o C. Between high a~ low. 
o D. Moderately low. 

o E. ~x!rem"e>.:o_w fv:,ry improbable that 

To what extent do you believe that 
suiclce should be prellented? 

o A, In ellery case. 
o B, In all but a lew cases. 
o C, In some ca5es, yes; in others, no. 
o D. In no case : il a person wants to 

o A. 
OS. 
o C. 
o D. 
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0 A. 

0 B. 

0 C, 

0 D. 

39 
o A. 
o B. 
o C. 
o D. 
o E. 
o F. 

o A. 
o B. 

o C. 

How often have you seriously con­

te>mplated committing suicide? 


Very often. 

Only once in a while. 

Very rarely. 

Never. 

H3ve you ewer actually attempted 

suicide? 


Yes. with an actual very hlQh prob­
abilrty of deJll'l . 

Yes , with a~ actual moderate prob­
ability 01 dERlttl. 

Yes, with Sri actual low probability 

of death, 

No.. 

Whom have you known who hal 

committed SliIicide? 


Member of immediate family. 

Ottler tamily member. 

Close friend.. 

Acquaintanca.. 

No one. 

Other (sped!,); _______ 

How do YOIl estimate your lifetime 
probability 01 committing suicide? 

I plan to do it some day. 
I hope that I do not, but I am afraid 
that I might 
In certain circumstances, I might 
very well 00 rt. 

o D . I doubt tha: I would do It In any 
circumstances.. 

o E. I am sure ttlat I would never do It 

Suppose Hut you were to commit(41 suicide . what reason would most 
motivate yoa to do It? 

o A . To get even or hurt someone. 
o B. Fear of ins~. 
o C. Physical Iltr=s or psln. 
o D. Failure or disgrace. 
o E. lO<lEliness ():' abandonment. 
o F, Death or lo~s of a loved one. 
o G. Fllmily stma 
o H. Atomic w&. o I. Other (speciy) :_______ 

Suppose YOU were 10 commit sui­
Cide, wtla't me !nod WOuld you be 
most likely to use? 

o A. Barbiturates or pills. 
o 8, Gunshot. 
o C, Hanging. 
o D. Drowning. 

o A. . 

o B. 

c C, 

o D, 

64 
0 A . 

0 B, 

C C. 
0 D. 
0 E 

65 
0 A. 

0 B. 
0 C. 
0 D 

66 
o A. 
o -B. 
o C. 

f J 
commit suiCide society has no right 
to Stop him. 

What eHorts do you belielle ought I' 

to De made to Keep a seriously ilt 
person alive? 

All possible effort: tra~splantations, IT 
kidney dialy sis, etc. r 
Ellons that are reasonable for that 
person's age, phySical condition, r 
mental condition, and pain. 
Aller reasonable ca re has been 
given, a person ought to be per- r 
mitted to die a natural death. 
A senile perso n should not be kept 
alive by elaborate artificial means. 

How religiOUS do you conSider your· 
sell to be? 

Very religiou~ , 


Somewhat re lig ious. 

Slightly religious. 

Not at all religious. l' 

Antireligious. 


r 
What is your political preference? . 

r
Republican, 
Independent. 
Democratic. 
Other. 

I, 
1-

Would you describe your political T 
views? 

Very liberal. 
Somewhat liberal. 

T 

Moderate, 
o D. Somewhat conservative T 
o E. Very con servatlvo. 

67 What is your level of education? 
r 

o A. 
o B. 

Grade school. 
High-school graduate. 

r 
C C, Some college. 
o D. 
o E. 
o F, 
o G. 

/68 

OA. 
Os, 
o c . 
o D. 
o E, 
o F. 

71 
o A, 
o B. 

o C. 

rCollege graduate. 
Some graduate school. 
Master's degree, 
Ph .D., M.D. or other advanced 
grae. 

What is the approximate annual I 
come of your family? 

~ 
Less than $5,000, 
From S5,OOO to $10,000. 
From S10,000 to $15,000, 
From S15,000 to $25.000. 
From $25,000 to $50,000. 
More than $50,000. 

living ,~What ore your present 

rangements? 

With my family. 
In a dormitory, shared dwelling {II 

apartment with others, rI 
Living alone (in room, apartment 
house). 

o E. 
o F, 
o G, 
o H, 

o A. 
a B, 

Jumping. 

CUltl ng or stabbing. 

Carbon monoxide. 

Olher (specify): _______ 


Supoose you were eyer to commit 
~uic , de. would you l~ ave a suicide 
note? 

Yes. 
No. 

I 
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ASTOR! 

t..1.nd.a failed to ~turn heme frCtll oS d.mce h~ night. Or! Sc.~ur~ay, che ~d::!1tted 

!Sh. had spent :lu; ll13ht drinking at her gid~rhcd'o house. 

Ber pnr~u deddt1<i ana p'uo.i..Il~t that wculd ('uaJ.:e T~~c!4 U?- " 
~r to flt::>ot the dog she h..ad m.-ac<1 I'l~out tve !"£6.rB. 

On Su:::ldcty. Linda &lC h2r pa!·~t. too: the d08 into the <!ascrt cca:: chei r htJ{'.l6. 

Tney had the girl d1,; 5 .h!!llCY>t grl1v.l. The<.l U ucla r S rom zrc~d w'-.e ..lop, 
betueen her hmds and her fl!thu~ guV'e the d'!!'uG~1t.3r a .22 c..3liber pif..to L 4nd 
told ber to ShQ0t the dog. 

The police said th~~e Yor~ U~ chergso thdt coulJ bo filed ag~iost the ?ar~~t~ 
~~cept possibly "cruelty to anin'.!'.ls". 

MULTIP~~ C30I~ TEST: 

a. Lind~, ~ho was out getti?~ drunk at a fric~d'o hous~. 

o. The aChe!: ~:rl, who had Uoda o~~r ':0 drink. 

d. The polic.:! ~o coulC t:!..n.d tw charges t ,_, b.e El~. 

At least (lobed, bhl!icd tbe dog. Linda Q\l.5( cave IO',leJ th~ .ioS, lI':'.cc he:: j,l.!I;;: t3 
d.:!cidf~d to ha'7e he!' gh;:>at i~ r...3 n focr.\ ')£ V~1I1l:ih~ct. ;::f the d0 8 lH:d tc~n ~e"D 
lov1lbl.e, the p.'ir'!!lts \ioll1d ho.ve d2clded i..,,?Oll 80lCe othe:r !o::c: of ;..'=-:s~~c. 

:.Je!:t().p~ ~ skn~e ~e!1t:":l~ oJ't" 1,I'~\ip ·;:>bg. So YO:j see, it'a thQ c.c;;'c; fS'Jlt U.!'..~.<; 
it) tieRc. Oz- ll)2.,/~'!I r~i~c!3 ia tht': vi0ler.t 0!l.0.: 2ftct:' all, Bh~ p'Jl!l";': tf":c' tri ·.'c;ct" 
TI la;Ilt~ the vi ~t::':!. '':!lY no t '! 
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